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Manon, La dame au créne rasé, 1970s

Manon
Das lachsfarbene Boudoir / La dame au crdne
rasé

After studying commercial art and acting in Zurich, in 1974
Manon (*1946, Switzerland) began creating environments in
which she plays different roles together with sometimes as
many as 60 extras and uses virtually all forms of modern
media. She was one of Switzerland’s first performance artists
and is most likely the country’s most famous. She lived in Paris

from 1977 to 1980 before moving back to Zurich, where she lives

and works today. Since 1998, she has been concentrating
mainly on installations which explore eroticism and transience,
most recently in 2011 in her project "Hotel Dolores" concerned
with deserted spa hotels in the spa district of Baden, Aargau
(Switzerland).

This is a collection of TV features about, among other works,
Manon’s Das lachsfarbene Boudoir (The Salmon-Coloured
Boudoir), her first environment which she reconstructed for the
Migros Museum Zurich in 2006, and La dame au crane rasé (The
Woman with the Shaved Head), a series of staged photographs
in Paris. Up until the 1980s, Manon staged and styled her own
body as an erotic, feminine artistic being and declared herself an
artwork. The Salmon-Coloured Boudoir is a closed space with
endless mirror reflections surrounding fetish objects, attributes of
a constructed femininity, like feather boas, stilettos and make-up,
and personal photographs and letters, exhibiting private space in
public. By oscillating between presence and absence, visibility
and veiling, Manon recreates herself over and over again, for
example as La dame au créne rasé in Paris, where she lived for
some time as an androgynous being.

Courtesy Manon
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MaraM

Maria Evelia
Marmolejo

Muda Mathis
Doéra Maurer
Mbonica Mayer
Ana Mendieta
Marta Minujin
Fina Miralles
Molly and me
Linda Montano
Charlotte Moorman
Teresa Murak
Sands Murray-
Wassink
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Narcissister
Rabbya Naseer &
Hurmat Ul Ain
Senga Nengudi
Les Nyakes
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Paulina Olowska &
Lucy McKenzie
Lorraine O'Grady
Hannah O’Shea
Funda Ozgiinaydin
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Tanja Ostojié
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Ewa Partum
Jillian Pefia
Performance Saga
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Howardena Pindell
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Polvo de Gallina
Negra

Pussy Riot

R

Yvonne Rainer
Eglé Rakauskaité
Jytte Rex

Angels Ribé

La Ribot

Jesusa Rodriguez /
Liliana Felipe
Ulrike Rosenbach
Martha Rosler
Boryana Rossa
Maria Ruido

S

Raeda Saadeh
Andrea Saemann
Les Salonniéres und
Dr. Soley
Estibaliz Sabada
Zorka Saglova
Christine Schlegel
Cornelia Schleime
Carolee
Schneemann
Schwarze
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Nerio
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\%4

Valie Export
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Cecilia Vicuna
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Nil Yalter

Yeni & Nan
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